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Ukraine

Registering as a war refugee

Ukrainian refugees who have fled Ukraine since 24 February 2022 can obtain war-
refugee status throughout the EU. This is also known as temporary protection
status.

Two steps are necessary to obtain this status.
Firstly, it will be decided at the Arrival Centre in Tegel whether you will stay in
Berlin or be allocated to another federal state. If you have relatives or close friends
in Berlin, please inform us at the Arrival Centre. As a rule, you can stay in Berlin if
you have relatives here. The same applies if you have found permanent
accommodation or a job in Berlin.

The following persons receive temporary protection status:

Ukrainian nationals and their close family members who have fled Ukraine•
since 24 February 2022
Non-Ukrainian nationals, stateless persons and their close family members•
who are recognised as refugees in Ukraine or possess international
protection status
Non-Ukrainian nationals who cannot return safely to their country of origin•

Registering as a war refugee and the allocation decision
You are not obliged to register or apply for a residence permit until the end of 31
August 2022. Until this deadline, you can stay in Germany legally without a visa.
As of 1 September, people who have fled Ukraine may stay in Germany without a
visa or residence permit for up to 90 days after entering the country. However, if
you want to stay longer, find work or claim social benefits, you must register and
apply for a residence permit. The 90-day period also applies to persons who
entered Germany before 1 September.

If you have been in Germany without a visa for more than 90 days, you must
register and apply for a residence permit by 31 August 2022. Until your application
is approved or rejected, you are allowed to work and you may apply for social
benefits.

In order to register, go to the Arrival Centre at Tegel Airport. You can use the free
shuttle buses from the main railway station, from the General-Ganeval-Brücke bus
stop and from the P3 car park at Tegel Airport.

At the Arrival Centre it is decided assess whether you can stay in Berlin or will be
allocated to another federal state in Germany. The allocation takes place
according to the Königstein distribution scale, by which about 5 percent of all
refugees can stay in Berlin. If another federal state is responsible for your
accommodation and supplying your basic needs, you can travel there free of
charge and apply for a residence permit on arrival. If you have relatives in Berlin,
or you have found permanent accommodation or you have found a job, you can
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usually remain in Berlin. This applies regardless of whether your relatives have
lived in Berlin for some time or whether they also fled from the war and already
have a right of residence in Berlin.

If you are able to stay in Berlin, you will also be registered at the Arrival Centre in
Tegel.

Registration usually takes 20 to 60 minutes. To make sure the appointment goes
as smoothly as possible, please bring the following documents with you:

Ukrainian identity documents or residence permit in Ukraine•
If available: residents’ registration certificate (Meldebescheinigung), lease•
or your current address if you have made your own accommodation
arrangements with friends or family.

During the registration, your fingerprint and photos of you will be taken. After the
registration, you are not yet allowed to work and do not yet have a residence
permit. To receive a residence permit you have to apply online.

Applying for a residence permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis)
If you are registered in Berlin, you can apply for a residence permit. An online
procedure is available for this. You can access the online application here.

The temporary residence permit will be issued for an initial period of two years;
depending on how the situation develops, it may be possible to extend this to
three years. It may take some time to process your application due to the very
high number of refugees. All rights and obligations arising from the temporary
residence permit will already apply to you through the confirmation (“Certificate of
an application for refugees from Ukraine for temporary protection under §24
Residence Act”) you will receive after completing the online application.

Rights: You are entitled to these benefits as a war refugee
If you have submitted an online application for a residence permit, you are entitled
to claim social benefits and standard health care.

After submitting your online application for a residence permit, you will receive a
PDF document as confirmation. This certificate or the confirmation of registration
in Berlin allows you to apply for social benefits – for instance a health card or
accommodation costs. You apply for these at the social services (Sozialamt) office
responsible for you, which belongs to the district you are living in. An overview of
the social services offices in Berlin is available here. In order for the costs of your
accommodation to be paid, some requirements must be met. You need a tenancy
or subtenancy agreement. In addition, the rent must not exceed certain maximum
limits and the accommodation must comply with certain minimum sizes,
depending on the number of residents. You can find more information here.

The certificate of your online application also allows you to work.

Obligations for war refugees
As a matter of principle, you must follow the laws and regulations applicable in
Germany and Berlin.

You are required to register your residence within two weeks of moving in. A
specific citizens’ registration office is responsible for the area where you live. You

https://www.berlin.de/ukraine/en/arrive/online-application-temporary-residence-permit/
https://www.berlin.de/ukraine/en/arrive/applying-for-social-benefits/#headline_1_3
https://www.berlin.de/sen/soziales/soziale-sicherung/grundsicherung-fuer-arbeitssuchende-hartz-iv/kosten-der-unterkunft/
https://www.berlin.de/ukraine/en/arrive/working-in-berlin/
https://www.berlin.de/ukraine/en/arrive/first-days-in-berlin/#headline_1_10
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can find more information here.

Children aged six or older are required to attend school. Refugee children must
also attend school after arriving in Germany. Further information is available here.

Regulations for non-Ukrainian students
If you are a non-Ukrainian citizen who studied in Ukraine on 24 February and would
like to continue your studies in Berlin, you can submit an online application for a
residence permit. Please note the following points:

Until 31 August 2022, you can submit the application without previously having
been registered and assigned to Berlin. In this case, please state in your online
application for a residence permit, in addition to your personal details, that you
have been assigned to Berlin. Please enter the option number “BE1234567”. Once
you have done this, you will still have to appear at the Arrival Centre in Tegel to
register. Be sure to point out your status as a student. However, it is still possible
that you will be assigned to another federal state. As of 1 September, you will only
be able to submit the online application if you have previously registered at the
Tegel Arrival Centre and have been assigned to Berlin.

If you do not receive a residence permit according to Section 24 of the Residence
Act, you can apply for a residence permit for the purpose of studying or carrying
out vocational training (Section 16b of the Residence Act). This requires, among
other things, admission to a university or taking part in preparatory measures to
study at university, such as attending a preparatory course together with proof
that you can finance your livelihood. If you cannot yet fully meet these
requirements, you will first be issued a temporary residence permit.

Hochschule für Wirtschaft und Recht (HWR) Berlin
Hochschule für Wirtschaft und Recht (HWR) Berlin, with its 12,000 students, is one of the
largest universities of applied sciences. It has a strong practical and international orientation,
undertakes intensive and diverse research and maintains high quality standards. Its degree
programme portfolio comprises Business, Administration, Law and Security Management as
well as Engineering in 60 degree programmes at Bachelor’s, Master’s and MBA levels. HWR
Berlin is the largest provider of cooperative study programmes and cooperates with over 700
companies. It promotes knowledge and technology transfer and supports start-up activities
through Startup Incubator Berlin. The university maintains 170 active partnerships with
universities on all continents and is a member of “UAS7 – Alliance for Excellence”. HWR
Berlin is a leader in the internationalization of business administration degree programmes,
occupying top positions in Germany-wide rankings compiled by the CHE, the Centre for
Higher Education. A country-wide survey run by DEUTSCHLAND TEST repeatedly confirmed
the university as a “TOP Business School” for its advanced training. HWR Berlin supports the
initiative of the German Rectors’ conference: “Cosmopolitan Universities - Against
Xenophobia".
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